
 

 
Greetings from the Rector 
 
Behold I make all things new! is a 
scripture text that could be  
applied to Galong in 2010. 
 

Starting in early January, the  
Natoli team descended on the 
old Novitiate building and one 
thing led to another and we now 
have a very modern 36 roomed 
Retreat Centre catering to our  
clients! This refurbishment brings the whole  
Centre up to a very acceptable level and is widely 
appreciated by our retreatants and guests. 
 

Milestones during the year have included the visit 
of the Mary MacKillip Cross during the Spring  
Festival, the arrival of our first official pilgrims of 
the St Clement's Way, the partnership with the 
South East Resource Recovery Regional  
Organisations of Councils (SERRROC) working 
towards more environmentally and economically 
sustainable goals and  the creation of the sensory 
garden. Cultural highlights have included the  
return of the Monte Scott artwork mentioned 
elsewhere in this newsletter, two performances by 
Opera Pacific in April, the publication and launch 
a new biography of the late Fr John Kennedy on 
Anzac Day and entering into a Memorandum  of  
Understanding with the University of Canberra 
whose students will undertake to help with the  
development of our museum and archive.  
 

Sadly the annual May Procession has became  
increasingly difficult for our Redemptorist  
community to organise and next year we will rely 
upon the clergy of the Western Deanery to  
support us in this longstanding tradition.  
 

As this newsletter goes to print the Redemptorist 
Provincial Chapter is meeting at St Clementõs  
following the triennial Assembly. Indeed, the  
presence of the Redemptorists at Galong as  
elsewhere will be a subject for discussion. I am in 
my fourth term as superior and 
sadly expect a change in 2011.  
 

And as I write, the change has 
come! After re-electing our  
provincial Fr. Paul Bird, the  
Chapter moved to elect me as the 
Vicar. So losing one job I have  
suddenly found another. 
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A very big thank you to everyoneñstaff,  
volunteers and friends who have helped and  
encouraged St Clementõs along its path towards an  
exciting future. A very special thanks goes to our 
wonderful manager, Cheryl Mongan whose skills 
have brought about a transformation wonderful to 
see. I feel St. Clementõs is blessed to have Cheryl 
and her teams of supporters guiding our future. 
 
Fr Patrick Corbett CSsR 

 
Redemptorists gather at Galong 
 

On Sunday 5 December we welcomed some sixty 
Redemptorists and lay people from Perth, Kew, 
Kogarah, Brighton, Broadmeadows, Auckland, the 
Philippines, Singapore/Malaysia and  China for the 
Provinceõs triennial assembly.  
 

Xuan Anh Tran, known to all as Anthony, who 
had spent time at St Clementõs earlier in the year, 
made his profession in the 
Boyõs Chapel during the  
Assembly. Confreres and 
friends celebrated the occasion 
with him at a special dinner in 
Galong House. 
 

At the conclusion of the  
assembly on Thursday the  
Council members remained to 
take part in the Chapter and 
elect the new Council members 
for the coming term.  
 

The current provincial Fr Paul 
Bird was re-elected with Fr Pat  
Corbett as Vicar. The new 
Councillors are Fr Edmond 
Nixon, Fr David Hore and Fr 
Joseph Mai Van Thinh. 
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Xuan Anh Tran (Anthony)  
celebrating  his profession. 
 
Members of the Redemptorist  
and lay attendees at the  
Assembly. 



 

From the Manager 
 

Its now just over a year since I came to St Clementõs and I 
have to say it has been an eventful year - one of many 
changes. Major renovations, restructuring of the staff and 
their duties, rejuvenation of the bookshop, environmental 
issues, working with the local government on a range of  
matters, development of the museum, cultural and  
fundraising events - and much more. Truly there is never a 
dull moment! 
 

There are many people to thankñthe Redemptorist and  
Josephite communities, the staff, volunteers, members of the 
Board and the Advisory Management Committee and last 
but not least our patrons who have overwhelmingly  
expressed their appreciation of our improved facilities and 
the hospitality extended to them. 
 

People really do make a place so it is with great sadness that 
we say goodbye to Carol Cusack, our Retreat Coordinator 
who has been the face and voice of St Clementõs  
reception for the past year. Carol will be sorely missed by 
everyone for her pleasant manner, wise decisions, dedication 
to duty, sense of humour and multitasking abilities ð truly a 
role model to be aspired to. We all wish Carol, her husband 
David and children Jack and Megan the very best of health, 
much happiness and abundant prosperity as they make their 
new home in far North Queensland.  
 

I am looking forward to a quieter time over the holiday  
period but not for long with 2011 just a couple of weeks 
away and the annual maintenance about to commence!   
 

With every good wish for a safe, happy and prosperous 
Christmas and New Year. 
 

Cheryl Mongan 
 

From the Retreat Coordinator   
 

What a whirlwind the past year has been here at St Clements. 
Retreats, conferences, operas, the May Procession, dinners 
and other private functions have brought people from far 
and wide. Itõs a great feeling to be part of a place that  
can provide such a wonderful experience for so many  
people. It has been my privilege to meet and assist group 
leaders and individual retreatants with bookings so that your 
experience here will be a memorable one. Your continued  
support and feedback all contribute to helping us make St 
Clements a place where we can cater for diverse needs from 
a peaceful, reflective private retreat to larger special  
functions and conferences. I look forward to the challenges 
that the future will unfold and hope that St Clements will 
always be a place of peace and rest for all who visit.   
 

 

Carol Cusack 
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Volunteers 
 

St Clementõs has much to be grateful for in the commitment 
of its volunteers to the future of Centre. A special thank you 
to all who assisted with the preparation and catering for the 
May Procession and the Spring Festival. Throughout the 
year Win Carter and Edna Baker have assisted in the office 
answering the telephone and attending to a myriad of tasks. 
Andy & Kaye Grzadka have worked tirelessly on the  
creation of the sensory garden and assisted in concreting 
paths and other landscaping tasks. Edgar Mongan has carried 
out many tasks throughout the year including assisting with 
the refurbishment of the retreat house, the swimming pool, 
library and acting as the wine waiter on social occasions. The 
St Clementõs Historians volunteer their time and expertise on 
a range of historical and fundraising ventures to assist the 
sustainability of St Clementõs. A special thanks is due to the 
members of the Opera Committee for their contribution to 
the cultural life and fundraising program of the Centre. A 
massive thank you to each and everyone of you! 

What our guests had to say 
 
St Clementõs is many things to a great many people. The 
following comments were made by recent guests 
 

St Clementõs is ôsuch a beautiful, tranquil place ... everything about 
it brings a feeling of solitude, contentment and fulfilmentõ. 
 

ôAbsolutely excellent place for a retreat with great personnel and  
wonderful spiritual leadership. We will be back.õ 
 

ôI have not had a holiday for 20 years and 4 days was as good as 20 
years. I had a wonderful time, not long enough and very enjoyable. 
Thank you.õ 
 

ôBeautifully decorated venue. You can feel the thought that has gone 
into every corner and space of St. Clementõs. It is such a precious,  
restful and open space. Suits whatever it is you need from your time 
here.õ 
 

ôIt was a very good experience for my retreat needsõ 
 

ôThis is A Class 5 Starñthank you all so much.õ 
 

ôOverall, everything has been wonderful. I shall remember my visit with 
great fondness and will pray for allñalways.õ 
 

ôThe improvements made to the Centre are just wonderful.  
 

ôI have only been here a few hours and feel so welcomed and served. 
You have such a lovely and fantastic ministry here. Bless you for your 
service!õ 
 

ôI had a wonderful time here as usual. Everyone is friendly and most 
welcoming. A great place to reflect, ôrecharge the batteriesõ, have a bit of 
fun and indulge in our love of stitching.õ 

Canola , Spring 2010 
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Sr Janet Glass 
 

Being a member of the Josephite Sisters from 
Goulburn my Ministry began at St Clementõs in 
February 2010. My background is that of  
teaching. I spent a number of years as a 
teacher, principal and pastoral minister in many 
of our schools in NSW and the ACT. I have 
been engaged in other ministries such as a  
Motor Mission, Pastoral Associate and  
Chaplaincy in NSW prisonsñGoulburn, Long 
Bay and Silverwater. I came from Pastoral Care  
Ministry to the inmates of the  new ACT gaol, 

the Alexander Maconochie Centre to the retreat and  
conference centre here at Galong! My motto is taken from St 
Johnõs Gospel 10:10 ôI have come that you may have life éõ. Truly 
I have come to where Mary MacKillop would affirm the 
words é ôwhere there is a needõ. 
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Confreres, family and friends gathered at St 
Clementõs on 2 February to celebrate the 
golden Jubilee of Br Frank Flynn. The  
celebrations began with a special mass during 
which Br Frank renewed his vows. Br Frank 
has spent in excess of fifty years at St Clementõs 
most of which has been spent in the running of 
the farm in particular looking after the 
monasteryõs sheep and assisting in the running 
of the former dairy. A special luncheon and 
celebratory cake added to the occasion. 

 

Spring Sabbatical 
 
Retreatants from all  over Australia  travelled to St Clementõs 
to take part in the Spring program of retreats during  
September. Fr Pat Corbett assisted by Sr Lorrine Cupitt 
RSM and Sr Helen Barnes RSJ led the Desert Experience, a 
guided month long retreat while Fr Leo Coffey also  
conducted a very popular retreat based on the gospel of St 
Luke.  
 

2011 Retreat Program 
 

Our retreat program for 2011 has been finalised and will be 
posted to those on our mailing list or sent electronically if 
you have advised us of your email address. The varied  
program features seventeen retreats by twelve religious and 
lay directors. Retreats vary from a weekend to a week in 
length. The cultural program for the coming year is also  
included in the brochure which will also be available as a pdf 
file on our website - www.stclement.com.au and follow the 
link on the home page. 
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St Mary MacKillop of  Australia 
 
The crowds have left Rome; the excitement has faded from 
the mediaõs attention. Now is a challenging time for all of us 
to carry on; to keep the flame of faith visible. Our eyes have 
been opened to the needs around us. What can each of us 
do? The Josephite sisters are facing the same question.  
Perhaps together we can continue telling the  
stories, raising awareness of the needs, praying together,  
using Maryõs quotes for inspiration. 
 
Mary said ôThere where you are you will find Godõ. If we 
look around are there signs of Godõs spirit moving among 
us? People, young and old are asking what can I do? What 
can we do? A song written for the Canonisation gives us a 
clue. The song refers to 
all that Mary did in her 
life and a refrain keeps 
surfacing ôfor it has  
always been there in your 
handsõ. Now, the needs, 
the call to action is in our 
hands! What will we be 
called to do? 
 
Sr Helen Barnes 

Operation Christmas Child 
 
Christmas came early to St Clementõs this yearñin August!  
Participants in the Shamrock in the Bush generously  
contributed shoeboxes of toys, clothing, books, educational 
material, and other items to be sent to underprivileged  
children overseas. Samaritanõs Purse is a Christian not-for-
profit organisation working in over 100 counties. The focus 
of the Australian and New Zealand projects is Southeast 
Asia and the Pacific Islands. St Clementõs is happy to  
forward donated boxes to Samaritanõs Purse for  
redistribution to needy children. For further details see 
www.samaritanspurse.com.au. 

From Rosary Hill, Spring 2009 

 

Artist in residence Sr Helen Barnes 
RSJ explaining her painting of St 
Mary MacKillop to those gathered at 
the blessing of  the artwork. A 
greeting card featuring the image is 
available for purchase in St  
Clementõs shop. 
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